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Russell & Shirley Huntsman
189 East 300 South
Heber Citv. Utah 84032-2120

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Huntsman:

Thank you for responding so promptly to our June 29,2000letter which requested clarifring

information to supplement vour June 7, 2000, letter protesting our tentative approval decision for an

expansion to the Peoa Blonde Quarry. The additional photographs and map showing the location of your

property in relation to this mining operation have been very useful in helping us process I'our objection.

We appreciate your taking the time to provide us with written cornments explaining horv you believe the

proposed expansion of this small mining operation may impact future development plans for y'our adjacent

private propert-v (lot no. 36 Park East Development). I have tried to address your (italicized) comments

and concerns as follows:

l. We believe that expanding the quarry is going to l.ower the land value and consequently we will
suffer a loss on our land, (which if approved we will expect to be compensated for incurred

damages to our investment).

This Division has no control or direct regulatory jurisdiction over local (county or city) zoning

laws and ordinances rvhich determine rvhat type of businesses or industrial activities may take

place in a specific area. Compensation for actual losses in land value as a direct result of this

project expansion would have to be pursued through other lawful venues.

2. The quarries are, to say the least an eye sore. they run all hours, seven days a week, the

equipment is noisy. the dynamiting shakes the ground, the employees of established qualry's
trespasses on our land, there doesn't seem to be any direction from owner's of eristing quarry's,

Mining does create inherent impacts to the land and local environment. Conflicts often arise when

mining operations occur within close proximib' to residential developments When impacts become

significant, compromises can often times be negotiated between the affected parties to resolve the

concems. Private property trespasses by employees of other established quarries should be

documented and pursued directly with the employers/owners of said quarries and/or the local
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sheriffs office. We have no authority to arbitrate private property disputes unless the operator's
mining activities physically damage or otherwise impact the adjacent property without appropriate

land owner right of entry and possible permit modification.

. . . the dust that is created from the equipment on the bare hillside, is not being contained and is
very irritating when you have allergies, . . . .

The Utah State Department of Environmental Qualrty, Division of Air Quality (801) 536-4000 is

the agency responsible for air quality permitting and establishing limits on the amount of dust that
may be generated by a mining operation. That agency is also responsible for enforcing those

standards. The operator has obtained an Air QuaLf'Approval Order for this site. Ifyou believe

that the Air Qualrty permit standards are being exceeded, we would direct you to contact their
of6ce directly.

. . . andwe don't believe tearing up the teruain, and the hillside, directly in front of our choicest

view would be to our best interest.

We acknowledge and understand your concem for preserving the viewshed adjacent to your
property. As you know, this is an existing small mining operation that is proposing to expand

mining operations onto adjacent property which they oqn. An operator has the legal right to mine

his property once he satisfies all of the lawful permitting requirements fty acquiring the

appropriate local, federal and state permits). Please be advised that the proposed expansion will
only disturb a portion ofthe large area you have outlined in your photographs.

We are presently anficipafing drilling a water well and improving the over all 1)egetation on our
property, including trees, and shrubs. Our proposed spot for drilling our culinary water supply
will be within approximately 200 feet of said quarry said spot being into the twin creek

formation, being a highly favorite formation to obtain quality, and quantity, of water.

We are not sure what your concem is by this comment. If you are asking us to determine the
potential impacts to a rvater well which has not been drilled, this would be very diffrcult to assess

at this time. Without specific information describing well construction and the aquifer
characteristics (including, but not limited to: depth of well completion, groundwater flow gradient,

aquifer recharge area(s), detailed geologic and stratigraphic information. aquifer transmissivity
rate, hydraulic conductivity, potential contaminants, etc.), this question rvould not be possible to
assess at this time.

However, a preliminary evaluation of potential impacts by this operation (as presently proposed)

would probably not negatively effect your proposed well location (north of Lost Creek) or the local
ground water. The bottom of the quarry will remain above the local water table and there are no

planned mining intrusions into the local drainage channels (with the exception of the "french drain"
crossine mentioned in item 6 below).
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6. The expansions they are contemplafing will take out a natural little valley with a stream and

trees (probably one of the three in the whole Park East Development) which they will then,

contaminate the stream, that both properties share, and where the wildlife waters every night,

which will limit the wildlife's area where they will be able to get water.

The main drainage channel located just south of your property will not be impacted by the

proposed expansion. A buffer strip will be in effect to deter mining-related impacts to this

drainage. The proposed expansion will impact a portion ofthe drainage charurel located just east of
the existing disturbed area. Provisions have been incorporated into tlre mine plan to construct a

"french drain" in the bottom of the drainage to allow free flow (and filtration) of any runoff that

would normally flow in this drainage. It is our opinion that rvildlife usage of the available water

resource should not be significantly impacted.

7. As to the expansion of the quarry, . . . (it hooks right on to the existing quaty or so relatively

close, that rt leads us to believe it is an expansion and not.iust a building ofa new quarry this

means that by going by a new name they won't be bound by old laws) what is the anticipated

time of excavation ofsaid quaty, the proposed area of the expansion of the quarry is a relatively

steep angle and will virtually impossible to landscape without the possibility of erosion taking
place. One of my main concerns being that the hillside will not be landscaped or contained in

my lifetime.

You are correct, this is an expansion of an existing small mine to a large mining category. The

operator will expand operations into previously undisturbed areas as demand for and sale ofthe
rock product dictates. The life of mine projected surface disturbance is roughly 26 acres. The

same mining laws apply to this expansion as were applicable to the original small mining permit.

The regulations and permitting requirements for a large mine are more rigorous and require

reclamation bonding. American Stone, Inc. has changed its operating company name and

transferred the existing mine into it's new company name (Star Stone Quarries, Inc.). This name

change will have no impact on the applicability of our mining larv or regulations to this site.

The proposed expansion will impact some areas that are relatively steep. Some of these areas are

comprised of rock outcrop rvith little or no salvageable topsoil resource. Consequently, portions of
the quarry highwatl will be benched and will not be reclaimed. However, the balance of the mine

site disturbance will be reclaimed and revegetated to achieve the required revegetation performance

standard (70% of premining vegetation cover). Contemporaneous reclamation of inactive site

disturbances is encouraged during operations. By statute and rule, the operator is required to
implement erosion control measures to minimize sediment loss during and following active mining

operations. It is the Division's charge to ensure that the operator complies with this requirement.

Again, we thank you for your comments regarding this proposed project expansion. It is our

assessment that the concems raised do not warrant the scheduling ofa formal public hearing to resolve.

Your concems have not identified specific technical deficiencies within the permit application itself or how

the Division has failed to follow appropriate protocol in reviewing and processing this proposal. Our
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Division and Board cannot adjudicate private property disputes, only technical concemVdeficiencies

associated with the permit application or errors we may have made in processing the pernrit. If you have

questions regarding this lett€r and our assessment, or wish to come in to review tlre mine file records, please

contact me at (801) 538-5306, Wayne Hedberg, Minerals Program permit supervisor at 538-5286, or
Lynn Kunzler, permit lead at 538-5310.

Lon Thomas, Star Stone Quanies
Lowell Bra:rton, Dircctor

olThomas\public.com

jb

Sincerely,

Mary AnnW


